468

>

AUTHOR GUIDELINES

SADJ
T H E S O U T H A F R I C A N D E N TA L J O U R N A L

Instructions to authors
Thank you for considering the submission of your work to the
Journal for possible publication. We welcome papers which
may be Original Research, Clinical Review, Case Reports, Clinical
Communications, Letters or Notes.
The South African Dental Journal (SADJ) is a peer reviewed,
Open Access Journal, published by the South African Dental
Association (SADA). The Journal primarily carries research articles
which reflect oral and general health issues in Africa but also
publishes papers covering the widest consideration of all health
sciences. In addition, items of specific relevance to members
of the Association find dissemination through the Journal.
The Journal is published ten times each year in electronic
format. Hard copy is available by arrangement.
We shall be obliged if your submission is prepared respecting
all the details listed in these Instructions. This facilitates our
process and ensures more rapid responses to you. Please use
and submit the Checklist for Authors suplied on page 471
for confirmation. Thank you.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATION

•• The front page of the manuscript should list the title of the
article, the author’s(s’) name(s), and their qualification(s), affiliations and positions held, telephone and fax numbers and
address(es), including Email address(es), if available. It is
especially important that details of the Corresponding Author
should be clearly stated.
•• Please submit on the front page a list of up to eight Keywords.
•• In the case of multiple authors, the role played and the
respective contribution made by each should be recorded.
For example: “Principal Researcher- 40%, Writing Article- 30%,
Tissue Analysis- 20%, Microscopic Examination- 10%”, etc.
•• A recent requirement is that authors should be registered
with ORCID. This is a number registering you as an Open
Researcher and Contributor. Go to the ORCID website home
page at https://orcid.org/ and follow the Three Easy Steps
indicated in green. Please submit the ORCID number with
your author details.

Title
To be kept as brief, clear and unambiguous as possible.

Address for submission of articles

Abstract

The Editorial Assistant, Mr Dumi Ngoepe,
South African Dental Journal, South African Dental Association
(SADA), Private Bag 1, Houghton 2041, South Africa.
Email addresses: ngoeped@sada.co.za
bill.evans@wits.ac.za
Please submit the paper in electronic format in Word and Figures
sparately in JPEG., accompanied by a covering letter signed by
the author(s).

The abstract shall consist of not more than 200 words.
For research articles, the summary should be structured under
the following headings: Introduction, Aims and Objectives, Design,
Methods, Results and Conclusions. Do not include references
in the Abstract.

Language
All articles must be submitted in English. Spelling should be in
accord with the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary.
All articles must be submitted in English. Spelling should be in
accord with the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary.
Clinical Research
Articles should adhere to the protocols of the Helsinki Declaration
(https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki-ethical-principles-for-medical-research-involving-human-subjects/.
Clinical Trials
Clinical trials should conform to the Consort Statement (Consolidated Statements of Reporting Trials) and Reviews to the
PRISMA checklist (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic
Reviews and Meta Analyses) (http://www.equator-network.org).
Authors
Authors should meet the criteria for authorship as in the documents
of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE):
1. Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the
work or the acquisition, analysis or interpretation of data for
the work, AND
2. Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content, AND
3. Final approval of the version to be published, AND
4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in
ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity
of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and
resolved (www.icmje.org).

Text
•• Articles should be clear and concise.
•• Text should be typed in Times New Roman font, size 11;
double-spaced with a 3 cm. margin on the sides, top and
bottom. Each page must be clearly numbered.
•• Please include electronic numbering of lines throughout the
document.
•• Tables should be clearly identified, using Roman numerals ie.
Table I, Table II etc.
•• Authors are requested to note and adhere to the current style
of the Journal particularly with respect to paragraph settings
and headings.

Length of the article
In general, papers should be between 4000 and 5000 words,
although this is flexible. The Editor reserves the right to edit
the length of an article in conjunction with the author(s) and
SADJ reserves the right to charge for excess/additional pages.
The first four pages of original research papers published in
the SADJ will be free of charge after which a charge of R500
per page or part thereof wil l be levied.

Illustrations/graphics/photographs
••Illustrations/graphics/photographs must be appropriate to the
content of the manuscript.

••Digital images with a DPI of at least 300 should be supplied.
Photocopies and pdf. files of photographs are not acceptable.

••Please note: Figures should be included in the text and sent
separately in jpg. format.

••The Figure numbers must be in Arabic numerals and clearly
identified for each illustration, graphic or photograph.
Please remember to record Figure numbers in the text.
••Permission: Where any text, tables or illustrations are used
from previously published work, permission must first be ob-
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tained from the holder of copyright and a copy of the agreement must be submitted with the article. Suitable acknowledgement must be recorded in the article.

Continuing Professional Development

No articles that have been published previously, or that are
currently being considered for publication elsewhere, will be
accepted. Authors are kindly requested to verify that their article
complies with this condition.

Please supply 4-5 Multiple-choice Questions (MCQ’s) with 4
or 5 options per question related to your article. Questions must
have only one correct answer, and indicate this correct answer
clearly.

Ethics

References

Conflict of interest

•• References should be set out in the Vancouver style and
only approved abbreviations of journal titles should be
used (consult the List of Journals Indexed in Index Medicus
for these details at:
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/serials/lji.html).
•• References should be inserted seriatim in the text using
superscript numbers and should be listed at the end of the
article in numerical order.
•• A reference in the text should appear as indicated:
“...as the results of a previous study showed.23”
•• Where there are several papers referenced, the superscript
numbers would appear as:
“...previous studies have shown. 3,5,7,9-12,14”
•• Do not list the references alphabetically.
•• It is the author’s responsibility to verify each reference from
its original source. Please note that an article may be rejected
if the referencing is inaccurate.
•• Names and initials of all authors should be given unless there
are more than six, in which case the first three names should be
given, followed by ‘et al’. First and last page numbers should
be given. Where it is applicable the page numbers should be
abbreviated by omitting redundant numbers eg. pages 456 to
478 is recorded as 456-78, and 456 to 459 as 456-9, but 398
to 401 is recorded as 398-401.
•• Notice that volume numbers are not given in bold, authors are
not linked by ‘and’ or ‘&’, and the year of publication appears
after the name of the journal. No item should appear in italics
except for foreign terms, eg in vivo.

Where relevant, authors should indicate whether their research
has been approved by the Ethics Committee of their Institution
or by other research ethics committees.

Authors must disclose their involvement with any company
either owned by them or from which they have received a grant
or remuneration or with which they have an association, and
must declare any other personal interest they may have which
would constitute a Conflict of Interest. These may include personal relationships, academic competition, or intellectual beliefs.
Should there be no applicable Conflicts of Interest this should
also be so stated. The statement will be included at the end of
the text.

Copyright
The South African Dental Journal is a peer reviewed, Open
Access Journal, adhering to the Budapest Open Access Initiative:
“By ‘open access’ to this literature, we mean its free availability
on the public internet, permitting any users to read, download,
copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of these
articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software,
or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal,
or technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining
access to the internet itself. The only constraint on reproduction
and distribution, and the only role for copyright in this domain,
should be to give authors control over the integrity of their
work and the right to be properly acknowledged and cited.”
https://access.okfn.org/definition/index.html
The Managing Editor reserves the right to decline articles,
photographs or illustrations where products or services are
mentioned that are not appropriate.

Journal references should appear thus:

Submission

Smith NC, Haines A. The role of the dentist in public
health promotion. Br Dent J. 1983; 298: 249-51.

The paper should be submitted in one file including all Tables
and Figures and their accompanying Legends Figures should
also be submitted separately file in JPEG. format.
Please submit the paper in electronic format in Word along with
separate Figures in JPEG. format to: ngoeped@sada.co.za
and to bill.evans@wits.ac.za, accompanied by a covering letter
and the Declaration on page 470 signed by all the author(s).

Book references should be set out as follows:
Terblanche N. Principles of Periodontology, 4th ed. London:
Butterworth, 1985: 96 -101.
Weinstein L, Swartz MN. Pathogenic properties of invading
microorganisms. In: Sodeman WA, Smith RT, eds. Pathologic
Physiology: Mechanisms of Disease. Philadelphia: WB Saunders,
1974: 457-72.
Manuscripts accepted but not yet published may be included
as references followed by the words ‘in press’.

Galley proofs
Changes/corrections to the proofs supplied to authors must
be returned to the publishers by email or by fax and not over
the telephone. Galley proofs must please be returned to the
publishers within four days after receipt thereof.

Editorial Policy

‘Unpublished observations’ and ‘personal communications’ may
be cited in the text but not in the reference list.

Authors may also wish to refer to the Editorial Policy of the
SADJ available on the SADA website.

Declaration

Enquiries

All sources of funding, possible financial interest/s or incentives in products or services mentioned in the article must
be disclosed. Authors are kindly requested to read and sign the
attached declaration on page 470.

Enquiries regarding Journal matters can be directed to
Mr Dumi Ngoeped, Editorial Assistant, at SADA headquarters on:
Tel: +27 (0)11 484 5288, Fax: +27 (0)11 642 5718,
Shared Line +27 (0)86 011 0725 or Email: ngoeped@sada.co.za.

